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Resol uti on 1996/ 31
49t h pl enary neeting
25 July 1996

1996/ 31. Consultative relationship between the United Nations
and non-governnental organi zations

The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council,

Recalling Article 71 of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling also its resolution 1993/80 of 30 July 1993, in which it
requested a general review of arrangements for consultation wth
non- gover nnental organi zations, with a view to updating, if necessary,
Council resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968, as well as introducing
coherence in the rules governing the participation of non-governnenta
organi zations in international conferences convened by the United
Nati ons, and al so an exam nati on of ways and means of i nproving
practical arrangenments for the work of the Committee on
Non- Gover nnent al Organi zati ons and the Non- Governnental Organizations

Section of the Secretariat,

Recal ling further its decision 1995/304 of 26 July 1995,




Confirmng the need to take into account the full diversity of the
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons at the national, regional and

international |evels,

Acknowl edgi ng the breadth of non-governnental organizations
experti se and the capacity of non-governnental organizations to

support the work of the United Nations,

Taki ng i nto account the changes in the non-governmental sector
i ncluding the energence of a | arge nunber of national and regi ona

or gani zati ons,

Cal ling upon the governi ng bodi es of the rel evant organizati ons,
bodi es and speci alized agencies of the United Nations systemto
exam ne the principles and practices relating to their consultations
wi t h non-governmental organi zations and to take action, as
appropriate, to pronote coherence in the Iight of the provisions of

the present resolution

Approves the followi ng update of the arrangenents set out in its

resol ution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968:

ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONSULTATI ON W TH NON- GOVERNVENTAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS

Part |




PRI NCI PLES TO BE APPLI ED I N THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF

CONSULTATI VE RELATI ONS

The follow ng principles shall be applied in establishing

consultative relations with non-governnenta
organi zati ons:

1. The organi zation shall be concerned with matters falling within
t he conpetence of the Econom c and Social Council and its subsidiary

bodi es.

2. The ai ns and purposes of the organization shall be in conformty
with the spirit, purposes and principles of the Charter of the United

Nat i ons.

3. The organi zation shall undertake to support the work of the United
Nati ons and to pronote know edge of its principles and activities, in
accordance with its own ains and purposes and the nature and scope of

its conpetence and activities.

4. Except where expressly stated otherw se, the term "organization"
shall refer to non-governmental organizations at the national

subregional, regional or international |evels.

5. Consul tative rel ati onshi ps may be established with international
regi onal, subregional and national organizations, in conformty with
the Charter of the United Nations and the principles and criteria
est abl i shed under the present resolution. The Conmittee, in

consi dering applications for consultative status, should ensure, to




t he extent possible, participation of non-governnental organizations
fromall regions, and particularly from devel opi ng countries, in order
to hel p achieve a just, balanced, effective and genui ne invol venent of
non- gover nnent al organi zations fromall regions and areas of the
world. The Committee shall also pay particular attention to

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons that have special expertise or

experi ence upon whi ch the Council may wi sh to draw

6. Greater participation of non-governnental organizations from
devel opi ng countries in international conferences convened by the

United Nations should be encouraged.

7. Greater involvenent of non-governnental organizations from

countries with econonmies in transition should be encouraged.

8. Regi onal , subregi onal and national organizations, including those
affiliated to an international organization already in status, my be
admtted provided that they can denonstrate that their progranme of
work is of direct relevance to the ains and purposes of the United
Nati ons and, in the case of national organizations, after consultation
with the Menber State concerned. The views expressed by the Menber
State, if any, shall be comunicated to the non-governnenta

organi zati on concerned, which shall have the opportunity to respond to

t hose views through the Committee on Non- Governnental O ganizations.

9. The organi zation shall be of recognized standing within the
particular field of its conpetence or of a representative character
VWere there exist a nunber of organizations with simlar objectives,

interests and basic views in a given field, they may, for the purposes




of consultation with the Council, forma joint conmittee or other body

aut horized to carry on such consultation for the group as a whol e.

10. The organization shall have an established headquarters, with an
executive officer. 1t shall have a denocratically adopted
constitution, a copy of which shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, and which shall provide for
the determi nation of policy by a conference, congress or other
representative body, and for an executive organ responsible to the

pol i cy- maki ng body.

11. The organi zation shall have authority to speak for its nenbers
through its authorized representatives. Evidence of this authority

shal | be presented, if requested.

12. The organi zation shall have a representative structure and possess
appropriate nechani sns of accountability to its nmenbers, who shal
exerci se effective control over its policies and actions through the
exerci se of voting rights or other appropriate denocratic and
transparent deci sion-maki ng processes. Any such organization that is
not established by a governnmental entity or intergovernnenta

agreement shall be considered a non-governnental organization for the
pur pose of these arrangenents, including organizations that accept
menbers desi gnated by governnental authorities, provided that such
menber ship does not interfere with the free expression of views of the

organi zati on.

13. The basic resources of the organization shall be derived in the




main part fromcontributions of the national affiliates or other
conponents or fromindividual nenbers. \Where voluntary contributions
have been received, their anmounts and donors shall be faithfully
revealed to the Council Conmittee on Non-Governnental Organizations.
Were, however, the above criterion is not fulfilled and an

organi zation is financed fromother sources, it nust explain to the
satisfaction of the Conmttee its reasons for not neeting the

requi renents laid down in this paragraph. Any financial contribution
or other support, direct or indirect, froma Governnent to the

organi zati on shall be openly declared to the Commttee through the
Secretary-General and fully recorded in the financial and other
records of the organization and shall be devoted to purposes in

accordance with the ains of the United Nations.

14. In considering the establishnent of consultative relations with a
non- gover nnent al organi zati on, the Council will take into account

whet her the field of activity of the organization is wholly or mainly
within the field of a specialized agency, and whether or not it could
be admtted when it has, or may have, a consultative arrangenent wth

a speci alized agency.

15. The granting, suspension and w thdrawal of consultative status, as
well as the interpretation of norns and decisions relating to this
matter, are the prerogative of Menber States exercised through the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and its Committee on Non-Governnenta

Organi zati ons. A non-governnental organization applying for genera

or special consultative status or a listing on the Roster shall have
the opportunity to respond to any objections being raised in the

Committee before the Commttee takes its decision




16. The provisions of the present resolution shall apply to the United
Nati ons regi onal conmm ssions and their subsidiary bodies nutatis

mut andi s.

17. In recognizing the evolving relationship between the United
Nat i ons and non-governnmental organi zations, the Econom c and Soci al
Council, in consultation with the Conmittee on Non-Governnenta
Organi zations, will consider review ng the consultative arrangenents
as and when necessary to facilitate, in the nost effective nmanner
possi bl e, the contributions of non-governnental organizations to the

work of the United Nations.

Part 11

PRI NCl PLES GOVERNI NG THE NATURE OF THE CONSULTATI VE

ARRANGEMENTS

18. A clear distinction is drawn in the Charter of the United Nations
bet ween participation without vote in the deliberations of the Counci
and the arrangenents for consultation. Under Articles 69 and 70,
participation is provided for only in the case of States not menbers
of the Council, and of specialized agencies. Article 71, applying to
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, provides for suitable arrangenents for
consultation. This distinction, deliberately nade in the Charter, is
fundanmental and the arrangenents for consultation should not be such

as to accord to non-governmental organizations the same rights of




participation as are accorded to States not nenbers of the Council and
to the specialized agencies brought into relationship with the United

Nat i ons.

19. The arrangenents should not be such as to overburden the Counci
or transformit froma body for coordination of policy and action, as

contenplated in the Charter, into a general forumfor discussion

20. Decisions on arrangenents for consultation should be guided by the
principle that consultative arrangenents are to be nade, on the one
hand, for the purpose of enabling the Council or one of its bodies to
secure expert information or advice from organi zati ons havi ng speci al
conpetence in the subjects for which consultative arrangenents are
made, and, on the other hand, to enable international, regional

subregi onal and national organi zations that represent inportant

el ements of public opinion to express their views. Therefore, the
arrangenents for consultation nade with each organi zati on shoul d
relate to the subjects for which that organization has a speci al
conpetence or in which it has a special interest. The organizations
gi ven consultative status should be Iimted to those whose activities
in fields set out in paragraph 1 above qualify themto nake a
significant contribution to the work of the Council and should, in
sum as far as possible reflect in a balanced way the major viewpoints

or interests in these fields in all areas and regi ons of the world.

Part 111

ESTABL| SHVENT OF CONSULTATI VE RELATI ONSHI PS




21. In establishing consultative relationships with each organization
regard shall be had to the nature and scope of its activities and to
the assistance it may be expected to give to the Council or its
subsidiary bodies in carrying out the functions set out in Chapters IX

and X of the Charter of the United Nations.

22. Ogani zations that are concerned with nost of the activities of
the Council and its subsidiary bodies and can denpnstrate to the

sati sfaction of the Council that they have substantive and sustai ned
contributions to nake to the achi evenent of the objectives of the
United Nations in fields set out in paragraph 1 above, and are closely
i nvol ved with the econonmic and social life of the peoples of the areas
t hey represent and whose nmenbership, which should be considerable, is
broadly representative of major segnents of society in a |arge nunber
of countries in different regions of the world shall be known as

organi zations in general consultative status.

23. Ogani zations that have a special conpetence in, and are concerned
specifically with, only a few of the fields of activity covered by the
Council and its subsidiary bodies, and that are known wi thin the

fields for which they have or seek consultative status shall be known

as organi zations in special consultative status.

24. O her organizations that do not have general or speci al
consul tative status but that the Council, or the Secretary-General of
the United Nations in consultation with the Council or its Conmttee

on Non- Gover nmental Organi zations, considers can make occasi onal and




useful contributions to the work of the Council or its subsidiary

bodi es or other United Nations bodies within their conpetence shall be
included in a list (to be known as the Roster). This list may al so

i ncl ude organi zations in consultative status or a sinmilar relationship
with a specialized agency or a United Nations body. These

organi zations shall be available for consultation at the request of
the Council or its subsidiary bodies. The fact that an organization
is on the Roster shall not in itself be regarded as a qualification
for general or special consultative status should an organization seek

such status.

25. Ogani zations to be accorded special consultative status because
of their interest in the field of human rights should pursue the goals
of pronotion and protection of human rights in accordance with the

spirit of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration

of Human Ri ghts and the Vienna Decl arati on and Programe of Action

26. Major organi zations one of whose primary purposes is to pronote

the ains, objectives and purposes of the United Nations and a

furtherance of the understanding of its work may be accorded

consul tative status.

Part 1V

CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COUNCI L

Provi si onal agenda




27. The provisional agenda of the Council shall be conmunicated to
organi zations in general consultative status and special consultative

status and to those on the Roster

28. Ogani zations in general consultative status nmay propose to the
Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations that the Committee
request the Secretary-Ceneral to place itens of special interest to

t he organi zations in the provisional agenda of the Council.

At t endance at neetings

29. Oganizations in general consultative status and speci al

consul tative status may designate authorized representatives to sit as
observers at public neetings of the Council and its subsidiary bodies.
Those on the Roster may have representatives present at such neetings
concerned with matters within their field of conpetence. These
attendance arrangenents nmay be suppl enented to include other

nodal ities of participation

Witten statenents

30. Witten statements relevant to the work of the Council may be
subm tted by organi zations in general consultative status and speci al
consul tative status on subjects in which these organi zati ons have a
speci al conpetence. Such statenments shall be circul ated by the

Secretary-General of the United Nations to the nmenbers of the Council




except those statements that have becone obsol ete, for exanple, those
dealing with matters al ready disposed of and those that had al ready

been circulated in sone other form

31. The follow ng conditions shall be observed regarding the

subm ssion and circul ati on of such statenents:

(a) The witten statenment shall be submitted in one of the

of ficial |anguages;

(b) It shall be submtted in sufficient time for appropriate
consultation to take place between the Secretary-General and the

organi zati on before circul ation

(c) The organi zation shall give due consideration to any coments
that the Secretary-General may make in the course of such consultation

before transmtting the statement in final form

(d) Awitten statenment submitted by an organi zation in genera
consultative status will be circulated in full if it does not exceed
2,000 words. \Where a statenent is in excess of 2,000 words, the
organi zati ons shall submt a summary which will be circul ated or shal
supply sufficient copies of the full text in the working |anguages for
distribution. A statenent will also be circulated in full, however,
upon a specific request of the Council or its Commttee on

Non- Gover nnent al Organi zati ons;

(e) Awitten statement submitted by an organi zation i n speci al

consultative status or on the Roster will be circulated in full if it




does not exceed 500 words. Wiere a statenent is in excess of 500
words, the organization shall submit a summary which will be

circul ated; such statenents will be circulated in full, however, upon
a specific request of the Council or its Conmmttee on Non-CGovernnenta

Organi zat i ons;

(f) The Secretary-CGeneral, in consultation with the President of
the Council, or the Council or its Conmttee on Non-Covernnenta
Organi zations, may invite organi zations on the Roster to submt
witten statenents. The provisions of subparagraphs (a), (b), (c)

and (e) above shall apply to such statenents;

(g) Awitten statement or summary, as the case may be, will be
circul ated by the Secretary-General in the working | anguages, and,
upon the request of a nmenber of the Council, in any of the official

| anguages.

Oral presentations during neetings

32. (a) The Council Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations shal
make recomendations to the Council as to which organizations in
general consultative status should make an oral presentation to the
Council and on which itenms they should be heard. Such organi zations
shall be entitled to make one statenent to the Council, subject to the
approval of the Council. 1In the absence of a subsidiary body of the
Council with jurisdiction in a mgjor field of interest to the Counci

and to organizations in special consultative status, the Conmttee may




recomend that organizations in special consultative status be heard

by the Council on the subject inits field of interest;

(b) Whenever the Council discusses the substance of an item
proposed by a non-governmental organization in general consultative
status and included in the agenda of the Council, such an organization
shall be entitled to present orally to the Council, as appropriate, an
i ntroductory statenent of an expository nature. Such an organization
may be invited by the President of the Council, with the consent of
the rel evant body, to nmake, in the course of the discussion of the
item before the Council, an additional statenent for purposes of

clarification.

Part V

CONSULTATI ON W TH COWM SSI ONS AND OTHER SUBSI DI ARY ORGANS

OF THE CQOUNCI L

Provi si onal agenda

33. The provisional agenda of sessions of comm ssions and ot her
subsi diary organs of the Council shall be comunicated to
organi zations in general consultative status and special consultative

status and those on the Roster

34. Oganizations in general consultative status may propose itens for
t he provisional agenda of comm ssions, subject to the follow ng

condi tions:




(a) An organization that intends to propose such an item shall
informthe Secretary-General of the United Nations at |east 63 days
bef ore the commencenent of the session and before formally proposing
an itemshall give due consideration to any comments the Secretary-

Ceneral may nake;

(b) The proposal shall be formally submitted with the rel evant
basi ¢ docunentation not |ater than 49 days before the commencenent of
the session. The itemshall be included in the agenda of the
conmission if it is adopted by a two-thirds majority of those present

and voti ng.

At t endance at neetings

35. Oganizations in general consultative status and speci al

consul tative status may designate authorized representatives to sit as
observers at public neetings of the conm ssions and ot her subsidiary
organs of the Council. Organizations on the Roster may have
representatives present at such nmeetings that are concerned wth
matters within their field of conpetence. These attendance
arrangenents may be supplenmented to include other nodalities of

partici pation.

Witten statenents




36. Witten statenents relevant to the work of the conm ssions or

ot her subsidiary organs may be submitted by organi zations in genera
consul tative status and special consultative status on subjects for
whi ch these organi zati ons have a special conpetence. Such statenents
shall be circulated by the Secretary-Ceneral to nenbers of the

conmi ssion or other subsidiary organs, except those statenments that
have beconme obsol ete, for exanmple, those dealing with matters al ready
di sposed of and those that have al ready been circulated in sone other

formto nmenbers of the conmmi ssion or other subsidiary organs.

37. The follow ng conditions shall be observed regarding the

subm ssion and circul ation of such witten statenents:

(a) The witten statenment shall be submitted in one of the

of ficial |anguages;

(b) It shall be submitted in sufficient time for appropriate
consultation to take place between the Secretary-General and the

organi zati on before circul ation

(c) The organi zation shall give due consideration to any coments
that the Secretary-General may make in the course of such consultation

before transmtting the statement in final form

(d) Awitten statenment submitted by an organi zation in genera
consultative status will be circulated in full if it does not exceed
2,000 words. \Where a statenent is in excess of 2,000 words, the
organi zation shall submt a summary, which will be circul ated, or

shal | supply sufficient copies of the full text in the working




| anguages for distribution. A statenent will also be circulated in
full, however, upon the specific request of the comm ssion or other

subsi di ary organs;

(e) Awitten statement submitted by an organi zation i n speci al
consul tative status will be circulated in full if it does not exceed
1,500 words. Where a statenent is in excess of 1,500 words, the
organi zation shall submt a summary, which will be circul ated, or
shal | supply sufficient copies of the full text in the working
| anguages for distribution. A statenent will also be circulated in
full, however, upon the specific request of the comm ssion or other

subsi di ary organs;

(f) The Secretary-General, in consultation with the chairnman of
the rel evant comm ssion or other subsidiary organ, or the conmm ssion
or other subsidiary organ itself, may invite organi zations on the
Roster to submit witten statenments. The provisions in subparagraphs

(a), (b), (c) and (e) above shall apply to such statenents;

(g) Awitten statement or summary, as the case may be, will be

circul ated by the Secretary-General in the working | anguages and, upon

t he request of a nenber of the comm ssion or other subsidiary organ

in any of the official |anguages.

Oral presentations during neetings

38. (a) The commi ssion or other subsidiary organs may consult with




organi zations in general consultative status and special consultative
status either directly or through a commttee or committees
established for the purpose. In all cases, such consultations may be

arranged upon the request of the organization

(b) On the reconmendation of the Secretary-Ceneral and at the
request of the comm ssion or other subsidiary organs, organizations on
the Roster may al so be heard by the conmmi ssion or other subsidiary

or gans.

Speci al studies

39. Subject to the relevant rules of procedure on financi al

i nplications, a conm ssion or other subsidiary organ may recomend
that an organi zati on that has special conpetence in a particular field
shoul d undertake specific studies or investigations or prepare
specific papers for the comrssion. The limtations of paragraphs

37 (d) and (e) above shall not apply in this case.

Part Vi

CONSULTATI ONS W TH AD HOC COW TTEES OF THE COUNCI L

40. The arrangenents for consultation between ad hoc committees of the

Counci | authorized to neet between sessions of the Council and

organi zations in general consultative status and special consultative

status and on the Roster shall follow those approved for comm ssions




of the Council, unless the Council or the conmmttee deci des ot herw se.

Part VI

PARTI CI PATI ON OF NON- GOVERNMVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS | N
| NTERNATI ONAL CONFERENCES CONVENED BY THE UNI TED

NATI ONS AND THEI R PREPARATORY PROCESS

41. \Were non-governmental organi zations have been invited to
participate in an international conference convened by the United
Nations, their accreditation is the prerogative of Menber States,
exerci sed through the respective preparatory commttee. Such
accreditation should be preceded by an appropriate process to

determine their eligibility.

42. Non-governmental organizations in general consultative status,
speci al consultative status and on the Roster, that express their w sh
to attend the rel evant international conferences convened by the
United Nations and the neetings of the preparatory bodies of the said
conferences shall as a rule be accredited for participation. her
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons wi shing to be accredited may apply to
the secretariat of the conference for this purpose in accordance with

the foll owi ng requirenents.

43. The secretariat of the conference shall be responsible for the
recei pt and prelimnary evaluation of requests from non-governnenta

organi zations for accreditation to the conference and its preparatory




process. In the discharge of its functions, the secretariat of the
conference shall work in close cooperation and coordination with the
Non- Gover nnent al Organi zati ons Section of the Secretariat, and shal

be guided by the rel evant provisions of Council resolution 1296 (XLIV)

as updat ed.

44. Al such applications nust be acconpanied by information on the
conpet ence of the organization and the rel evance of its activities to
the work of the conference and its preparatory commttee, with an

i ndi cation of the particular areas of the conference agenda and
preparations to which such conpetence and rel evance pertain, and

shoul d include, inter alia, the follow ng information

(a) The purpose of the organization;

(b) Information as to the programmes and activities of the
organi zation in areas relevant to the conference and its preparatory
process and the country or countries in which they are carried out.
Non- gover nnent al organi zati ons seeking accreditation shall be asked to

confirmtheir interest in the goals and objectives of the conference;

(c) Confirmation of the activities of the organization at the

nati onal, regional or international |evel;

(d) Copies of the annual or other reports of the organization

with financial statements, and a |ist of financial sources and

contributions, including governmental contributions;

(e) Alist of nmenmbers of the governing body of the organization




and their countries of nationality;

(f) A description of the nenbership of the organization
i ndicating the total nunber of nenbers, the nanes of organizations

that are nenbers and their geographical distribution

(g) A copy of the constitution and/or by-laws of the

organi zati on.

45. I n the evaluation of the rel evance of applications of

non- gover nnent al organi zations for accreditation to the conference and
its preparatory process, it is agreed that a determ nation shall be
made based on their background and involvenent in the subject areas of

t he conf erence.

46. The secretariat shall publish and dissemnate to Menber States on
a periodic basis the updated list of applications received. Menber
States may submit conments on any of the applications on the list 14
days fromrecei pt of the above-nmentioned |ist by Menber States. The
coments of Menber States shall be comunicated to the

non- gover nnent al organi zati on concerned, which shall have the

opportunity to respond.

47. In cases where the secretariat believes, on the basis of the

i nformati on provided in accordance with the present resolution, that
t he organi zation has established its conpetence and the rel evance of
its activities to the work of the preparatory comittee, it shal

recomend to the preparatory conmttee that the organization be




accredited. In cases where the secretariat does not recomend the
granting of accreditation, it shall make available to the preparatory
conmittee its reasons for not doing so. The secretariat should ensure
that its recommendati ons are avail able to nmenbers of the preparatory
conmittee at | east one week prior to the start of each session. The
secretariat must notify such applicants of the reasons for
non-recomrendati on and provide an opportunity to respond to objections

and furnish additional information as may be required.

48. The preparatory commttee shall decide on all reconmendations for
accreditation within 24 hours after the recomendations of the
secretariat have been taken up by the preparatory committee in plenary
meeting. In the event of a decision not being taken within this
period, interimaccreditation shall be accorded until such tinme as a

decision is taken

49. A non-governnental organization that has been granted
accreditation to attend a session of the preparatory commttee,
including rel ated preparatory neetings of regional conmm ssions, may

attend all its future sessions, as well as the conference itself.

50. In recognition of the intergovernnental nature of the conference
and its preparatory process, active participation of non-governnenta
organi zations therein, while welcone, does not entail a negotiating

rol e.

51. The non-governnmental organizations accredited to the internationa
conference may be given, in accordance with established United Nations

practice and at the discretion of the chairperson and the consent of




t he body concerned, an opportunity to briefly address the preparatory
committee and the conference in plenary neetings and their subsidiary

bodi es.

52. Non-governnental organizations accredited to the conference may
make written presentations during the preparatory process in the

of ficial |anguages of the United Nations as they deem appropri ate.
Those witten presentations shall not be issued as official docunents

except in accordance with United Nations rules of procedure.

53. Non-governnental organizations wthout consultative status that
participate in international conferences and wish to obtain

consul tative status later on should apply through the normal
procedures established under Council resolution 1296 (XLIV) as
updated. Recogni zing the inportance of the participation of

non- gover nnental organi zations that attend a conference in the

foll owup process, the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations, in
considering their application, shall draw upon the docunents already
subm tted by that organization for accreditation to the conference and
any additional information submtted by the non-governnenta

organi zati on supporting its interest, relevance and capacity to
contribute to the inplenmentati on phase. The Committee shall review
such applications as expeditiously as possible so as to all ow
participation of the respective organization in the inplenentation
phase of the conference. 1In the interim the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Counci| shall decide on the participation of non-governnenta

organi zations accredited to an international conference in the work of

the rel evant functional comm ssion on the followup to and




i npl enent ati on of that conference.

54. The suspension and w thdrawal of the accreditation of
non- gover nnental organi zations to United Nations internationa
conferences at all stages shall be guided by the rel evant provisions

of the present resol ution

Part VIII

SUSPENSI ON AND W THDRAWAL OF CONSULTATI VE STATUS

55. Organi zations granted consultative status by the Council and those
on the Roster shall conformat all times to the principles governing
the establishnent and nature of their consultative relations with the
Council. In periodically reviewing the activities of non-governnenta
organi zations on the basis of the reports submtted under paragraph

61 (c) bel ow and other relevant information, the Council Conmittee on
Non- Gover nnent al Organi zati ons shall determ ne the extent to which the
organi zati ons have conplied with the principles governing consultative
status and have contributed to the work of the Council, and may
recomend to the Council suspension of or exclusion fromconsultative
status of organizations that have not net the requirenents for

consul tative status as set forth in the present resolution

56. In cases where the Committee on Non- Governnental O ganizations has
decided to recommend that the general or special consultative status
of a non-governnental organization or its listing on the Roster be

suspended or withdrawn, the non-governnental organization concerned




shall be given witten reasons for that decision and shall have an
opportunity to present its response for appropriate consideration by

the Conmttee as expeditiously as possible.

57. The consultative status of non-governnental organizations with the
Econonmi ¢ and Social Council and the listing of those on the Roster
shal | be suspended up to three years or withdrawn in the follow ng

cases:

(a) If an organization, either directly or through its affiliates
or representatives acting on its behalf, clearly abuses its status by
engaging in a pattern of acts contrary to the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations including unsubstantiated or
politically notivated acts agai nst Menber States of the United Nations

i nconpatible with those purposes and pri nci pl es;

(b) If there exists substantiated evidence of influence from
proceeds resulting frominternationally recognized crimnal activities
such as the illicit drugs trade, noney-laundering or the illegal arns

trade;

(c) If, within the preceding three years, an organization did not
make any positive or effective contribution to the work of the United
Nati ons and, in particular, of the Council or its conm ssions or other

subsi di ary organs.

58. The consultative status of organizations in general consultative

status and special consultative status and the listing of those on the




Roster shall be suspended or withdrawn by the decision of the Economc
and Social Council on the recomendation of its Commttee on

Non- Gover nnent al Organi zati ons.

59. An organi zati on whose consultative status or whose listing on the
Roster is withdrawn may be entitled to reapply for consultative status
or for inclusion on the Roster not sooner than three years after the

effective date of such w thdrawal .

Part | X

COUNCI L COVM TTEE ON NON- GOVERNMVENTAL ORGANI ZATI ONS

60. The nenbers of the Committee on Non- Governmental O ganizations
shall be elected by the Council on the basis of equitable geographica
representation, in accordance with the rel evant Council resolutions
and decision 1/ and rules of procedure of the

Council. 2/ The Committee shall elect its Chairman and

other officers as necessary.

61. The functions of the Conmttee shall include the foll ow ng:

(a) The Conmittee shall be responsible for regular nonitoring of
t he evol ving rel ationshi p between non-governnmental organizations and
the United Nations. Wth a viewto fulfilling this responsibility,
the Conmittee shall hold, before each of its sessions, and at other
ti mes as necessary, consultations with organizations in consultative

status to discuss questions of interest to the Cormttee or to the




organi zations relating to the rel ati onship between the
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and the United Nations. A report on
such consultations shall be transmtted to the Council for appropriate

acti on;

(b) The Conmittee shall hold its regul ar session before the
substanti ve session of the Council each year and preferably before the
sessions of functional conm ssions of the Council to consider
applications for general consultative status and special consultative
status and for listing on the Roster nade by non-governnenta
organi zati ons and requests for changes in status, and to nake
recomendati ons thereon to the Council. Upon approval by the Council,
the Conmttee may hold other neetings as required to fulfil its
mandat ed responsibilities. Organizations shall give due consideration
to any comments on technical matters that the Secretary-General of the
United Nations nmay make in receiving such applications for the
Committee. The Committee shall consider at each such session
applications received by the Secretary-General not later than 1 June
of the preceding year, on which sufficient data have been distributed
to the nmenbers of the Conmittee not |ater than six weeks before the
applications are to be considered. Transitional arrangenents, if
possi bl e, may be made during the current year only. Reapplication by
an organi zation for status, or a request for a change in status, shal
be considered by the Conmittee at the earliest at its first session in
the second year follow ng the session at which the substance of the
previ ous application or request was considered, unless at the tinme of

such consideration it was deci ded ot herw se;




(c) Organizations in general consultative status and speci al
consul tative status shall submit to the Council Conmittee on
Non- Gover nnent al Organi zati ons t hrough the Secretary-Ceneral every
fourth year a brief report of their activities, specifically as
regards the support they have given to the work of the United Nations.
Based on findings of the Cormittee's exam nation of the report and
other relevant information, the Commttee may recommend to the Counci
any reclassification in status of the organization concerned as it
deens appropriate. However, under exceptional circunstances, the
Committee may ask for such a report from an individual organization in
general consultative status or special consultative status or on the

Roster, between the regul ar reporting dates;

(d) The Conmittee may consult, in connection with sessions of the
Council or at such other tines as it may decide, with organizations in
general consultative status and special consultative status on matters
within their conpetence, other than itens in the agenda of the
Council, on which the Council or the Committee or the organization
requests consultation. The Committee shall report to the Council on

such consul tati ons;

(e) The Conmittee may consult, in connection with any particular
session of the Council, with organizations in general consultative
status and special consultative status on matters within the
conpet ence of the organi zati ons concerning specific itens already in
t he provisional agenda of the Council on which the Council or the
Conmittee or the organi zati on requests consultation, and shall make
recomendati ons as to whi ch organi zati ons, subject to the provisions

of paragraph 32 (a) above, should be heard by the Council or the




appropriate conmttee and regardi ng which subjects should be heard.

The Conmittee shall report to the Council on such consultations;

(f) The Conmittee shall consider matters concerning
non- gover nnental organi zations that nmay be referred to it by the

Council or by conmm ssions;

(g) The Conmittee shall consult with the Secretary-Ceneral, as
appropriate, on matters affecting the consultative arrangenments under

Article 71 of the Charter, and arising therefrom

(h) An organization that applies for consultative status shoul d
attest that it has been in existence for at |east two years as at the
date of receipt of the application by the Secretariat. Evidence of

such exi stence shall be furnished to the Secretari at.

62. The Committee, in considering a request froma non-governnenta
organi zation in general consultative status that an itembe placed in
t he agenda of the Council, shall take into account, anong other

t hi ngs:

(a) The adequacy of the docunentation submtted by the

organi zati on;

(b) The extent to which it is considered that the item | ends

itself to early and constructive action by the Council;

(c) The possibility that the item m ght be nore appropriately




dealt with el sewhere than in the Council

63. Any decision by the Council Conmittee on Non-Governnenta

Organi zations not to grant a request submitted by a non-governnenta
organi zation in general consultative status that an item be placed in
t he provisional agenda of the Council shall be considered final unless

t he Council deci des ot herw se.

Part X

CONSULTATI ON W TH THE SECRETARI AT

64. The Secretariat should be so organized as to enable it to carry
out the duties assigned to it concerning the consultative arrangenents
and the accreditati on of non-governnental organizations to United

Nati ons international conferences as set forth in the present

resol ution.

65. Al organizations in consultative relationship shall be able to
consult with officers of the appropriate sections of the Secretari at
on matters in which there is a nutual interest or a nmutual concern
Such consul tation shall be upon the request of the non-governnenta
organi zation or upon the request of the Secretary-Ceneral of the

Uni ted Nati ons.

66. The Secretary-Ceneral may request organizations in genera
consul tative status and special consultative status and those on the

Roster to carry out specific studies or prepare specific papers,




subject to the relevant financial regul ations.

67. The Secretary-Ceneral shall be authorized, within the neans at his
di sposal, to offer to non-governnmental organizations in consultative

relationship facilities that include:

(a) Pronpt and efficient distribution of such docunments of the
Council and its subsidiary bodies as shall in the judgenent of the

Secretary- General be appropriate;

(b) Access to the press docunentation services provided by the

Uni t ed Nati ons;

(c) Arrangenment of informal discussions on matters of speci al

interest to groups or organizations;

(d) Use of the libraries of the United Nations;

(e) Provision of accommodation for conferences or smaller

nmeetings of consultative organizations on the work of the Econom c and

Soci al Council ;

(f) Appropriate seating arrangenents and facilities for obtaining
docunents during public nmeetings of the General Assenbly dealing with

matters in the economc, social and related fields.

Part Xl




SECRETARI AT SUPPORT

68. Adequate Secretariat support shall be required for fulfilnment of
the mandate defined for the Conmi ttee on Non- Governmenta

Organi zations with respect to carrying out the w der range of
activities in which the enhanced invol venrent of non-governnent a

organi zations is envisaged. The Secretary-Ceneral is requested to
provi de the necessary resources for this purpose and to take steps for
i nproving the coordination within the Secretariat of units dealing

wi t h non-government al organi zations.

69. The Secretary-Ceneral is requested to nake every effort to enhance
and streanm ine as appropriate Secretariat support arrangenments, and to
i nprove practical arrangenments on such matters as greater use of

nmodern i nformati on and comruni cati on technol ogy, establishment of an

i nt egrat ed dat abase of non-governnental organizations, wide and tinely
di ssem nati on of information on neetings, distribution of

docunent ati on, provision of access and transparent, sinple and
stream i ned procedures for the attendance of non-governnenta

organi zations in United Nations neetings, and to facilitate their

br oad- based partici pation.

70. The Secretary-Ceneral is requested to nake the present resolution
wi dely known, through proper channels, to facilitate the invol venent
of non-governmental organizations fromall regions and areas of the

wor | d.




1/ Counci |

deci si on 1995/ 304.

2/ Rul e 80

Not es

resol utions 1099 (XL) and 1981/50 and Counci

of the rules of procedure of the Council.




